Versatility of frontal island flaps in the reconstruction of periorbital soft tissue defects.
The reconstruction of large soft tissue defects in the orbital and maxillomalar region is a challenging task that necessitates the consideration of both functional and aesthetic outcomes. We used the frontal island skin flap in patients with full-thickness soft tissue defects of the periorbital and malar region. In the reconstruction of full-thickness defects of this particular region, the alternatives to this flap are other regional flaps or distant free flaps. Not every pedicled regional flap can be transferred to every defect and most of the time the application of distant free flaps increases the morbidity of the procedure. The surgeon must be capable of being able to select the most useful and comprehensive flap within a range of many alternatives. We present our experience in 10 patients with complex soft tissue defects in the maxillomalar and periorbital regions whose defects were reconstructed with frontal artery island skin flaps.